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The big challenges facing our country can 
only be met by a movement that transcends 

the key divides holding us back—racial, 
economic, and geographic

Our two funds—the 501(c)(3) Heartland Fund 
and 501(c)(4) Rural Victory Fund—are the  
first funding collaboratives building power 

toward a thriving democracy and shared 
prosperity across diverse communities in  

rural areas and small cities
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We invested $500K–$1 MILLION in our Tier 1 states: 

Big Battlegrounds Moving More Progressive

Lean Progressive Historically Progressive (but currently challenging)

Smaller Investment States

We also maintained smaller investment in states with ESPECIALLY 
PROMISING RURAL PROGRAMS: 

Our donors helped us 
GRANT $13.3 MILLION to 
groups in places where rural 
action will define policy and 
electoral outcomes, and we 
advised an ADDITIONAL 
$7 MILLION IN TIMELY, 
ALIGNED INVESTMENTS. 

We granted to 161 
ORGANIZATIONS across 
24 STATES, with a deep 
investment in Alaska,  
Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, 
New Hampshire, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Texas, and Wisconsin. 

Photo: Montana Public Interest Research Group



Increased funding for
power building in  

critical swing states
in AZ, GA, MI, NC,  

NH, PA, and WI

Secured historic  
federal funding
for climate, jobs,  

housing, and  
healthcare

Passed the Postal  
Service Reform Act

a lifeline for rural 
communities

New capacity  
building programs

supported  
organizing, data, and  
organizational safety  

and security

Protected  
abortion access

supported  
ballot measures in  

KS, MI, and MT

Over 
$2.2M

in funding for  
youth organizing

Over 
$1.5M

in funding for  
Latino organizing

60+ major donors and 400+ total donors
funded RDI to build powerful, permanent  

political infrastructure in small towns, small  
cities, and rural communities

Gained governing 
majorities

through rural wins  
in MI, MN, and PA

Supported efforts  
that helped

elect Mary Peltola
the first Native  
Alaskan woman  

in Congress

Prevented  
anti-democracy  

legislative  
supermajorities

in WI and NC

of grantees were  
BIPOC led and/or  

serving

Collaborated on
37 radio stories  
with +31 million 

listens 
through partnership  

with Public News  
Service

53%

2022
HIGHLIGHTS

Strengthened 
progressive 

representation in  
the U.S. Senate

through strong 
organizing in  

NH, GA,  
and PA
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WHAT HAVE  
WE LEARNED?

By investing in programs that  
persuade and mobilize rural  

working-class voters, we can build power 
and change statewide outcomes

MOST RURAL VOTERS ARE  
WORKING-CLASS VOTERS 
Seventy percent of rural residents don’t 
have a college degree, and they demand a 
compelling economic vision that puts working 
people first. They believe corporations and 
billionaires should pay the taxes they owe. 
Rural voters support raising wages, boosting 
domestic manufacturing through the CHIPS 
Act and other policies, expanding Medicaid, 
strengthening Social Security and Medicare, 
and protecting reproductive freedom. 
Healthcare, energy, childcare, and housing 
costs are too high, and rural voters favor 
ambitious policies to make these necessities 
affordable. RDI prioritizes projects to restore  
a working-class heartbeat to our movement:  
a Rural Policy Action agenda and the  
Winning Jobs Narrative that rural advocates 
use to connect more persuasively with 
working-class voters. 

WE MUST EXPAND INVESTMENT IN 
LOCAL, RELATIONAL ORGANIZING 
After years of RDI investment, a growing 
network of trained organizers have the tools

and resources to lead transformational 
conversations with rural voters. They develop 
leaders, engage hundreds of volunteers, 
recruit candidates for local office, talk to 
thousands of voters, and then co-govern to 
pass policies that local residents experience 
in their daily lives. In 2022, this resulted in 
critical wins for new state legislators like 
Diamond Staton-Williams, a working-class 
nurse in North Carolina and Paul Tuss, a local 
hospital board member in Montana. 

SMALL SHIFTS IN RURAL MARGINS 
CHANGE STATEWIDE OUTCOMES 
Gains of 3‒5%, spread across enough small 
towns and rural areas, changed who won 
Senate and gubernatorial races in states like 
Pennsylvania, Arizona, Wisconsin, and  
Kansas—states where our grantees have  
spent years building support in small cities 
and rural areas. In Pennsylvania, Senator 
Fetterman’s greatest improvement came  
from rural areas. Similarly in Michigan, 
Governor Whitmer flipped seven rural 
counties that voted for Trump.
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https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/employment-education/rural-education/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/employment-education/rural-education/
https://ruralpolicyaction.us
https://winningjobsnarrative.org
https://dailyyonder.com/dem-gains-with-rural-voters-add-up-to-senate-victory-in-pennsylvania-but-not-ohio/2022/11/09/
https://dailyyonder.com/dem-gains-with-rural-voters-add-up-to-senate-victory-in-pennsylvania-but-not-ohio/2022/11/09/


WHAT’S NEXT?
Increasing our impact  

in 2023
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DEEPEN OUR INVESTMENT  
IN WHAT WORKED 

recruitment and training, and mentorship 
for new executive directors. We are exploring 
the best ways to deliver fundraising support 
and safety and security resources for 
organizations and individuals. In the 2022 election, our grantees’ programs 

moved vote margins and contributed to 
statewide wins. With organizing at scale 
over multiple years, their champions were 
able to win critical local, legislative, and 
congressional contests outright, transforming 
the political landscape. In 2023, we will 
deepen our investment in anchor grantees 
in priority states to build on this success— 
supporting leadership development, candidate 
recruitment, deep canvassing, and local 
communications grounded in persuasive 
messaging like the Winning Jobs Narrative. 

BUILD THE CAPACITY OF 
OUR GRANTEES 

Our grantees have repeatedly requested 
support to build their own capacity. 
Responding to their top priorities, we will 
provide access to enhanced voter data and 
outreach tools, an intensive communications 
training and coaching pilot, organizer 

In the last two years, the Federal Government 
passed the most consequential rural policies  
in our lifetimes, with the potential to 
strengthen local economies and accelerate 
rural-led climate solutions. These policies and 
federal funds need to reach rural communities, 
visibly meeting local needs. However, the 
existing implementation process assumes 
rural counties have the expertise, political 
will, and staffing to take advantage—which is 
generally not the case. RDI’s network could 
be a critical implementation resource, and we 
are working with partners to provide training, 
funding, and technical support. We are also 
following up on our successful Rural Policy 
Action Report, holding a second Rural Policy 
Summit this spring to shape the conversation 
into 2024. 

IMPLEMENT FEDERAL 
FUNDING AND POLICY GAINS 
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POLICIES THAT MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE 
The RDI network helped pass many of the 
federal priorities in our Rural Policy Action 
Report. These programs lower costs, secure  
a cleaner and healthier future, and invest in 
the infrastructure that rural communities 
need to work and thrive.

We also collaborated with the State Innovation 
Exchange to create a robust state policy 
resource. RDI grantees defeated many of the 
worst voter suppression and gerrymandering 
proposals, and mobilized rural voters to 
pass statewide ballot initiatives that secure 
voting rights, access to abortion care, and 
pathways to college for students regardless of 
immigration status. Coalitions in rural states 
also ran successful campaigns to increase the 
minimum wage, support quality education, 
and develop tools for working families to take 
care of themselves and their families. 

LOCAL NEWS, NATIONAL IMPACT 
In 2022, we supported several news creators 
that engage people across media sources. 
Through our investment in the National 
Trust for Local News, more rural Georgians 
will have robust local papers, providing the 
information people need to engage fully in 
their communities. Millions of radio listeners 
heard engaging stories from Public News 
Service about our grantees, rural takes on hot 
issues, and how federal legislation impacts 

them. Hundreds of thousands of rural people 
in eight states engage with digital content from 
Courier Newsroom, which uses a creative and 
data-tested approach to provide voters who 
generally get their news from headlines and 
graphics with compelling, factual information 
that neutralizes disinformation and increases 
civic engagement. 

RURAL YOUTH 
Rural young people are among the most 
persuadable and least contacted voters of any 
demographic group, and young rural voters 
of color lean strongly towards progressive 
candidates and issues. Activating these voters 
could be the difference in many close elections 
and ensure young people of color have leaders 
in government that truly represent them. 
To meet this opportunity, RDI is partnering 
with Movement Voter Project and Clean & 
Prosperous America to develop and launch  
the Rural Youth Voter Fund (RYVF). 

RYVF aims to support community-rooted 
organizing focused on engaging voters under 
35, especially young voters of color, with at 
least $10 million between 2023 and 2025. 
The fund will invest in year-round multiracial 
civic engagement and power building work 
that develops young leaders in strategically 
important small cities and rural areas. By 
developing youth power, we are creating a 
more representative and inclusive democracy, 
where working people have the tools they  
need to thrive. 

Photo: Yellowstone Bend Citizens Council, an  
affiliate of the Northern Plains Resource Council

INITIATIVES
Advance shared prosperity  

and democracy

https://ruraldemocracyinitiative.org/policy-progress
https://ruralpolicyaction.us
https://ruralpolicyaction.us
https://ruraldemocracyinitiative.org/state-rural-policy
https://ruraldemocracyinitiative.org/state-rural-policy
https://www.nationaltrustforlocalnews.org
https://www.nationaltrustforlocalnews.org
https://www.publicnewsservice.org
https://www.publicnewsservice.org
https://couriernewsroom.com
https://movement.vote
https://cleanprosperousamerica.org
https://cleanprosperousamerica.org


DID YOU KNOW? 
 •  The agrichemical industry (petroleum- 
  based fertilizers, pesticides, and  
  herbicides) has a larger carbon footprint  
  than the entire commercial aviation  
  industry. 

 •  54 million Americans receive their  
  electricity from rural electric  
  cooperatives. 

 •  57% of all gasoline super users, the top  
  10% of American drivers in gasoline  
  consumption, live in small towns or  
  rural areas. 

 •  59 rural counties across the U.S. have  
  essentially banned industrial-scale  
  renewable energy projects. 

Clearly, the rubber meets the road on climate 
progress in rural America, which can either 
block national progress or accelerate change 
that benefits us all. 
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In April 2022, RDI launched the Rural Climate 
Partnership (RCP), a new collaborative fund  
to advance rural-led climate solutions. 
RCP is the first philanthropic fund taking 
a cross-cutting approach to arming rural 
working people, small businesses, and 
family farmers with tools and opportunities 
to realize the economic and community 
benefits of clean energy and regenerative 
agriculture. RCP made $1.5 million in initial 
grants to 15 partners working across clean 
energy deployment, workforce development, 
agriculture, and narrative. 

OPPORTUNITY ABOUNDS  
IN 2023 
Following the passage of the Inflation 
Reduction Act and other historic investments 
in rural climate solutions, 2023 presents a 
unique and urgent opportunity to accelerate 
climate action in rural communities. RCP will 
continue to grow its pooled funding, with a 
goal of $10 million in grantmaking for 2023.

RURAL CLIMATE 
PARTNERSHIP

The road to climate progress  
runs through rural America

https://ruralclimate.org
https://ruralclimate.org


A NARRATIVE FOR BUILDING 
WINNING MAJORITIES 
Strong, resilient majorities are key to winning 
elections and achieving the big policy changes 
needed for our families and communities 
to thrive. Most voters are working class, 
especially in small towns and rural 
communities. And as working-class voters, 
across race and geography, have shifted to the 
Right in recent years, progressives have faced 
steeper challenges to build the majorities we 
need. 

That’s why RDI provided catalytic support 
for the Winning Jobs Narrative (WJN)—a 
massive project focused on developing a 
narrative architecture for communicating 
more persuasively about jobs, work, and the 
economy with working people across race, 
geography, and issues. 

The WJN project team reviewed two decades of 
opinion research to identify opportunities and 
research gaps before conducting qualitative 
and quantitative research that included 
nearly 3,000 open conversations with voters 
in 17 states, and more than 110,000 survey 
interviews. 

Through expansive research, the WJN team 
developed a powerful narrative architecture 
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WINNING JOBS 
NARRATIVE

Building Winning Majorities

that centers working people as the heroes and 
engines of our economy, acknowledges and 
values their hard work and contributions, 
and positions government and policy in a 
supporting—not starring—role. By using the 
narrative, we demonstrate the broadly shared 
benefits of progressive economic policies and 
mitigate the zero-sum, divide-and-conquer 
attacks from the Right. 

The WJN team released the narrative publicly 
in May 2022 to ensure the broadest possible 
access and utility. They effectively promoted 
the adoption of the narrative through media, 
social media, and direct outreach—conducting 
over 150 briefings with more than 2,200 
leaders across the country. 

In a short period of time, WJN has been 
embraced as a key narrative for rebuilding 
strength with working-class voters across  
race and place. Key leaders working with 
Black, Latino, and rural voters agree that  
WJN can be easily implemented and is 
critically important for both persuading and 
mobilizing working people. 

In 2023, WJN will continue expanding 
adoption, and applying the narrative to 
current communications challenges. 

https://winningjobsnarrative.org/
https://winningjobsnarrative.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/WJN_Overview-Sept-2022.pdf


ALASKA GRANTEES STRENGTHEN DEMOCRACY
Alaskans transformed their political landscape in 2022—thanks to a coalition led by Progress 
Alaska, AKPIRG, The Mobilization Center, Alaska Voter Hub, Native People’s Action, and Alaskans 
for a Better Government. That coalition mobilized Native, young, and women voters with well-
executed strategies, including canvassing, communications, and legal fights. 

Thanks to this innovative coalition, many foundational pro-democracy policies were established in 
2022. In contrast to many states, Alaska now has fairly drawn election districts for the next ten 
years. AKPIRG partnered with Alaska Native corporations, Tribes, and labor organizations to create 
their own consensus State House maps, which were then approved by the Independent Redistricting 
Board. They challenged racial gerrymandering of the State Senate Maps in court, and after over 
2,000 public comments, the Alaska Supreme Court ruled for fair maps. The coalition also led the 
effort that resulted in state recognition of Alaska’s 229 federally recognized tribes. 

In addition to the transformational state policy, the coalition defeated the Constitutional Convention 
initiative, were able to maintain a tri-partisan governing majority in the state legislature, and 
helped Congresswoman Mary Peltola pull off an upset victory. Peltola will be the first Alaska 
Native woman in congress. Her campaign was a model for connecting with working-class voters—
championing a “Pro-Jobs, Pro-Fish, Pro-Family, and Pro-Choice” message. 
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GRANTEES SPOTLIGHT:

Alaska Coalition 

Photo: Our Voice, Our Vote; Native People’s Action



PROTECTING PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Rural communities depend on public schools so that students can acquire the skills and knowledge 
to become critical thinkers ready to seize their future. But these valuable tools are threatened by 
reactionary forces seeking to cut funding and give it to private schools. 

Arizona, for example, now has one of the largest school voucher programs in the nation. The attack 
on public education will likely balloon education costs while increasing the risk that rural schools 
will have to cut programs or even close. 

To meet these challenges, nonpartisan, community-based groups like Save our Schools Arizona 
(SOSAZ) are fighting to protect public education so that vibrant schools are accessible to all. SOSAZ 
organizes year-round, and empowers parents, teachers, and community members to advocate for 
public schools that meet the needs of their communities. 

In 2022, they contacted 2.2 million Arizona voters and increased midterm turnout in rural 
counties like Pinal and Yavapai. These efforts helped elect public education champions at all levels 
of government. Fifty-nine #PublicSchoolProud school board members took office. Many education 
champions were elected to the state legislature, including Keith Seaman, a retired public school 
teacher and local school district board member, who campaigned on rural priorities such as public 
education, healthcare, water, and fair elections. SOSAZ also supported the election of Katie Hobbs, 
the first pro-public education Governor in 14 years! These electoral victories will help ensure 
communities have the public school resources they need. 
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GRANTEE SPOTLIGHT:

Save Our Schools 
Arizona

Photo: Save Our Schools Arizona 

https://www.sosaznetwork.org/2022/arizona-voucher-program-grows-by-400-stripping-300-million-from-az-public-schools/
https://www.sosaznetwork.org/2022/alt-schools-fiasco-arizonas-universal-esa-voucher-scheme-will-bankrupt-the-state/
https://sosarizona.org
https://www.inmaricopa.com/democrat-seaman-pulls-upset-to-win-2nd-ld-16-house-seat/


THE YOUTH CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT THE RIGHT TO ABORTION CARE 

Loud Light organizers know the dangers of extremism. As children, they grappled with the 
assassination of Dr. George Tiller, an abortion provider in Wichita. As they reached voting age,  
they saw extremists place deliberate barriers to voting. 

So, in 2022, when Kansans’ constitutional right to abortion care was threatened by a radical  
ballot measure, Loud Light was ready. For seven years, Loud Light had engaged young voters,  
and RDI’s flexible support enabled Loud Light to shift their programs and try new ideas. 

Through a “joyful organizing” approach, they built the Vote Neigh campaign that channeled the  
vibe of a block party for horse girls and cowboys where the party favor is protecting our rights. 
“Rural people don’t respond well to uppity,” says Advocacy Director Melissa Stiehler. “Having fun 
was effective.” 

Vote Neigh highlighted Kansans’ love for horses and horse culture while counteracting the 
misleading ballot language where people need to “vote no” to “say yes to abortion access.” The 
campaign was fun, community-oriented, and clear about the stakes. Youth from across the state 
shared stories with each other through social media testimonials and virtual text banking. At  
in-person events, attendees wore cowboy boots to attend “ponies to the polls.” 

Extremists put the abortion vote in August in hopes of lowering turnout. But young voters 
exceeded all precedents with student voting rates 24% higher than the 2018 general election. 
Kansans voted neigh—and for the right to abortion care. Small towns and rural areas had the 
biggest vote swing. 
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GRANTEE SPOTLIGHT:

Loud Light

Photo: Loud Light 

https://www.yesmagazine.org/democracy/2021/08/19/young-voters-push-back-voter-suppression
https://insights.targetsmart.com/new-data-on-kansas-abortion-vote.html
https://thesunflower.com/67495/news/youth-voter-registration-on-the-rise-in-kansas/
https://dailyyonder.com/on-abortion-referendum-kansas-rural-voters-shifted-further-from-2020-presidential-results/2022/08/04/


MIGRANT WORKERS HELPED FLIP THE STATE HOUSE IN MICHIGAN 

In 2022 Michigan won sweeping victories at the state and local level. Ballot propositions to  
advance voting rights and enshrine reproductive freedom in the state constitution passed with 
strong support. Voters also re-elected a progressive Governor, Secretary of State, and Attorney 
General, and pro-democracy majorities in the State Senate and State House, gaining the first  
trifecta in almost 40 years, and the mandate to govern. These victories, particularly flipping 
the state legislature, were only possible with the leaders at We the People Action Fund. New 
Representative Betsy Coffia, We The People Action Fund’s Rural Lead Organizer, became the  
first progressive movement organizer to represent a rural community in the legislature in  
recent history. 

Coffia’s area of Northern Michigan is the heart of the state’s cherry belt, with a strong base of 
working families and undocumented communities. Undocumented people in Michigan have been 
fighting to win back driver’s licenses for years and knew this race was critical for determining 
control of policymaking. We The People built a powerful campaign where undocumented leaders  
who can’t vote organized their families and friends who could to cast their ballot for Coffia—who  
had been organizing in the community for 10 years and standing up for working people time  
and again. Coffia won by just over 700 votes; migrant workers were critical to winning the seat  
that flipped the State House. 
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GRANTEE SPOTLIGHT:

We The People Michigan/  
We The People Action Fund

Photo: Rep. Betsy Coffia  



POLICY VICTORY IN RURAL COMMUNITY LEADS TO STATEWIDE SHIFT 

The saying goes, “As Texas goes, so goes the nation.” The state has been a testing ground for extreme 
bills attacking voting rights, reproductive justice, and immigration. We also see another dynamic:  
As rural goes, so goes the state. Rural communities can take bold action to improve people’s lives, 
and that policy can transform the state. 

Mano Amiga organizes alongside immigrants and low-income residents in the rural I-35 corridor in 
Guadalupe, Caldwell, Hays, and Comal counties. When immigrants in their community were detained 
and families separated, Mano Amiga established the state’s first Cite and Release Ordinance to 
prevent needless incarceration. This policy was modeled in other municipalities around Texas, 
including Houston. 

Mano Amiga launched the Caldwell/Hays Examiner, a digital and print news organization with 
powerful investigative reporting. In 2022, the Caldwell/Hays Examiner investigative reporting led 
the Texas State University (TSU) System to end its automatic-expulsion policy for students with 
drug offenses. Bigger than just the San Marcos campus, all 87,000 students across 13 campuses 
benefited from this policy improvement. 

The university victory was part of a more extensive campaign to prioritize real solutions for rural 
people and end the destructive incarceration of the drug war. Mano Amiga registered more than 
1,000 TSU students while campaigning for a referendum to decriminalize marijuana in San Marcos. 
The ballot measure passed with 82% of the vote and boosted turnout, helping to flip several seats  
in Hays County. 
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GRANTEE SPOTLIGHT:

Mano Amiga and  
Caldwell/Hays Examiner

Photo: Caldwell/Hays Examiner 

https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2022-12-19/social-justice/texas-university-changes-drug-discipline-policy-amid-suggestion-of-racism/a82005-1
https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2022-12-19/social-justice/texas-university-changes-drug-discipline-policy-amid-suggestion-of-racism/a82005-1
https://www.kxan.com/news/local/hays/9-out-of-10-midterm-races-won-by-democrats-in-hays-county/
https://www.kxan.com/news/local/hays/9-out-of-10-midterm-races-won-by-democrats-in-hays-county/
https://www.kxan.com/news/your-local-election-hq/hays-county-election-marijuana-decriminalization-on-the-san-marcos-ballot/?ipid=promo-link-block2
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INVESTING IN YOUTH 

Black, brown, and youth voters surged to the polls in 2020 and 2021. In response to the results, 
Georgia established new obstacles to voting, making it harder for people to participate in elections. 
To overcome these obstacles and ensure robust civic engagement, RDI sees a huge opportunity for 
youth organizing—and Georgia has a high share of young voters, nearly half of whom are people of 
color. 

In 2022, we supported Collective Renaissance Georgia (CRG) to expand their scope and impact 
dramatically. They worked closely with RDI grantees like Black Male Voter Project and Black  
Voters Matter to engage young people in rural areas and small cities, support emerging leaders,  
and build Black political power. 

CRG uses culturally resonant events to engage young voters and get them to take action together.  
At CRG events—held at college campuses, skating rinks, and HBCU Football Classics—young people 
dance to live music by artists they love and popular DJs talk about the importance of voting. It’s  
also a chance to ask questions and get into in-depth conversations. Many attendees registered  
to vote for the first time and excitedly texted their friends about how to get more involved. 

Building on the momentum from events, CRG ran a texting and mail campaign, and canvassed 
73,000 doors. In the general election, the youth vote boosted Warnock, preparing him for winning 
the December runoff and ensuring the Senate majority. 

GRANTEE SPOTLIGHT:

Collective  
Renaissance Georgia

Photo: Collective Renaissance Georgia 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/02/us/politics/georgia-voting-law-annotated.html?unlocked_article_code=-QyZ-KmIANB79qp61n7BIOsOx0LsO1qOf9Q_bIavBWnDi9umNbOcViJcjhWdWLU5vG0W5fSbCEiTsHNEGOdPDoBAf4KjqMQQSzb8DACdVdTm42D15oKrZx4KX25XNrPYuormj7FXrvfC6E6eJa5K9HIJYupOR3OOT5EJ7HADiPpaE9BD3PWSrr2BIaP8NXjUAoVgdwFOwiLnt-c9sBZMe8gHI4G3URjMrvJ7sgzlDvtJOwLyd1iE8eQMvy88fEjEYIPUmDY_mB0xU91RnoFua4vDRl0enApIJQENEg0MDnSwpEKnogR1ruJpzB85kVXDhRg10wROK--oHw0wGFyk_Zis53e90UmIyOA&smid=url-share
https://circle.tufts.edu/yesi2022
https://crgvotes.org/home
https://blackmalevoterproject.org
https://blackvotersmatterfund.org
https://blackvotersmatterfund.org
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2022 FINANCIALS

REVENUE 

Contributed funds & 
other income

EXPENSES 

Grants & contributions 

Personnel & contractors 

Other operating expenses 

Net assets beginning of year 

Net assets end of year 

$5,574,562

$5,758,000*

$223,929

$395,829 

$1,264,899

$461,702

*Grant money disbursed to groups January 1 – December 31, 2022,  
which differs from the total grants awarded in 2022.

**Heartland Fund secured significant contributions at the end of 2022 and starts 2023 with funds ready to grant.

Photo: Women in Ranching

REVENUE 

Contributed funds & 
investment income

EXPENSES 

Grants & contributions 

Personnel & contractors 

Other operating expenses 

Net assets beginning of year 

Net assets end of year 

$21,825,671

$7,878,000*

$1,251,157

$1,263,391

$2,480,250

$13,913,373**

Rural Victory FundHeartland Fund
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NATIONAL/REGIONAL                                  $2,031,000

Black Male Voter Project 
Down Ballot Climate Project* 
HEAL Food Alliance 
Health Care for America Now Education Fund 
The Hometown Outreach Fund 
Institute for Local Self-Reliance 
Main Street Alliance 
Manufactured Housing Action 
Native Renewables* 
People’s Action Institute 
Progressive Pipeline 
Reimagining Rural Assistance Network 
Rural Electric Cooperative Election Toolkit* 
Rural Regeneration via Climate Action Narrative Project* 
RuralOrganizing.org Education Fund** 
Save USPS Campaign 
Small Business Majority 
United For Respect Education Fund 
Vet Voice Foundation 
Vot-ER 
Winning Jobs Narrative/MAP 
Working America Education Fund 

ALASKA                                                             $125,000

Alaska Public Interest Research Group 
The Alaska Voter Hub 

ARIZONA                                                          $435,000

Chispa AZ 
Civic Engagement Beyond Voting 
Rural Arizona Engagement** 
Save Our Schools Arizona 
Wingbeat 88 

GEORGIA                                                          $750,000

Black Voters Matter 
EcoWomanist Institute* 
Faith in Public Life GA 
National Trust for Local News 
Groundswell* 
Harambee House* 
ProGeorgia 
Rep GA 

IOWA                                                                  $80,000

United Today, Stronger Tomorrow 
Women Food and Ag Network 

KANSAS                                                            $150,000

Kansas Interfaith Action 
Loud Light 
Neighboring Movement 

MAINE                                                               $150,000

Food AND Medicine 
Maine People’s Resource Center 
Maine Youth Power

MICHIGAN                                                        $303,000

Fair Elections Center 
Michigan Faith in Action 
Rising Voices 
We the People MI 
West Michigan Environmental Action Council 

MISSOURI                                                          $125,000

KC Tenants 
Missouri Rural Crisis Center 

INDIANA                                                           $375,000

Faith in Indiana 
Hoosier Action 
Indiana Agriculture Coalition for Renewable Energy* 
Indiana Resilience Funding Hub* 

MINNESOTA                                                     $450,000

Clean Up the River Environment* 
Faith in Minnesota 
MN Voice 
Land Stewardship Project** 
Region Five Community Development Commission* 

MONTANA                                                        $203,000

Big Sky 55+ 
Montana Public Interest Research Group 
Montana Women Vote 
Northern Plains Resource Council 
United Today, Stronger Tomorrow 
Women in Ranching* 

HEARTLAND FUND GRANTEES

ILLINOIS                                                            $225,000

Grassroots Collaborative 
Neighborhood Funders Group (Black Farmers Campaign) 
The People’s Lobby Education Institute

* Rural Climate Partnership Grantee 
** Rural Climate Partnership and Heartland Fund Grantee
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NEW HAMPSHIRE                                            $335,000

603 Forward 
Amplify NH 
Black Lives Matter Seacoast 
Campaign for a Family Friendly Economy (North Main 
Street Fund) 
Forward Foundation New Hampshire 
New Hampshire Youth Movement 
Rights and Democracy 

NEW YORK                                                         $25,000

Syracuse Young Women’s Christian Association 

NORTH CAROLINA                                         $303,000

A Better Chance, A Better Community 
BluePrint NC 
Main Street Alliance 
NC Bloc 
We Are Down Home/Down Home NC 

OHIO                                                                  $318,000

Faith in Public Life OH 
Freedom Righteous Organizing Collaborative 
Innovation Ohio 
River Valley Organizing 
RuralOrganizing.org Education Fund 

PENNSYLVANIA                                                $315,000

CASA PA 
Center for Coalfield Justice 
PA Stands Up 
Pittsburgh United 

NEBRASKA                                                         $50,000

RegeNErate Nebraska 

OREGON                                                             $50,000

Rural Organizing Project 

TEXAS                                                              $490,000

Barbara Jordan Leadership Institute 
Black Voters Matter 
Chispa TX 
Este Poder 
Extended Arms 
MOVE TX 
Polichic 
Trucha 
Voces Unidas 

VIRGINIA                                                           $175,000

Appalachian Voices 
Virginia Organizing 
Virginia Student Power Network 

WEST VIRGINIA                                               $180,000

West Virginia Black Voter Impact Initiative 
West Virginia Can’t Wait 
West Virginia Civic Engagement Table 
Young West Virginia Forward 

WISCONSIN                                                     $535,000

Freedom Inc 
GrassRoots Organizing Western Wisconsin (GROWW)
Progress North 
Wisconsin Citizen Action 
Wisconsin Farmers Union 
Wisconsin Native Vote 
Wisconsin Public Education Network 
Wisconsin Rural Coalition 
Wisdom 

UTAH                                                                  $50,000

Rural Utah Project Education Fund 
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NATIONAL/REGIONAL                                  $1,033,000

1000 Women Strong 
All Due Respect 
Black Male Voter Project 
Courier Newsroom 
Farm Action Fund 
Galvanize USA Action 
Movement Labs 
People’s Action 
Progressive Pipeline
Rural Urban Bridge Initiative 
RuralOrganizing.org 
Working America 

ALASKA                                                            $205,000

Alaska Native People’s Action 
Defend Our Constitution 
The Mobilization Center 

ARIZONA                                                          $275,000

Chispa AZ 
Indigenous Baaja Ádaaní Al Son 
Progress Arizona 
Rural Arizona Action 

GEORGIA                                                          $250,000

CASA in Action 
Faith in Public Life GA 
New Georgia Project 

MISSOURI                                                           $75,000

MOVE Action 

MONTANA                                                        $295,000

A Better Big Sky 
Big Sky 55+ Action 
Forward Montana 
Montana Rural Voters 

NEW HAMPSHIRE                                            $200,000

603 Forward 
Amplify New Hampshire 
Family Friendly Action Fund 
Rights and Democracy 

NORTH CAROLINA                                          $450,000

Advance Carolina 
Down Home NC 
New Rural Project 
North Carolina Asian Americans Together in Action 
Poder NC 
Siembra 

PENNSYLVANIA                                               $285,000

PA United 
PA Stands Up 
New Pennsylvania Project 

MINNESOTA                                                      $150,000

Faith in Minnesota 
Land Stewardship Action Fund 

OHIO                                                                 $175,000

Innovation Ohio 
Red Wine and Blue OH 
RuralOrganizing.Org 

TEXAS                                                              $555,000

1000 Women Strong 
Blue Horizon Action Fund 
Caldwell Hays Examiner 
Deeds Not Words 
Forward Majority 
Hispanic Proactive Coalition 
LUPE Votes 
Texas Blue Action 
Texas Freedom Network 

RURAL VICTORY FUND GRANTEES 

IOWA                                                                 $150,000

Iowa CCI 

MAINE                                                               $100,000

Dirtroad Organizing 
Maine Votes 
Wabanaki Alliance 

MICHIGAN                                                         $375,000

Center for Change 
GLPA-Lead 
Michigan Rural Advocates 
Michigan United 
One Fair Wage 
Progress Michigan 
We the People MI 

KANSAS                                                              $25,000

Loud Light Civic Action 
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WEST VIRGINIA                                                 $75,000

WorkMoney 

WISCONSIN                                                      $415,000

GROWW Action 
Progress North 
Voces de la Frontera 
WI Public Education Network Action Fund 
WI Rural Coalition 

VIRGINIA                                                         $150,000 

CASA In Action 
Rural Ground Game 

This report describes activities conducted by both the Heartland Fund  
and the Rural Victory Fund; no funds from the Heartland Fund have been used to  

conduct any political activity or intervene in any election.


